Conspiracies, Part II 



Brian Lambert 
Since the killing of John Kennedy 
1963 and through the murders 
nis brother Robert and that of 
.irtin Luther King in 1968, the 
jor television and radio net- 
>rks, the hundred or so major 
ily newspapers and the weekly 
Vvs magazines have resolutely 
fended the “lone nut’" theory of 
'Htical murder. Why? 

The truth, as officially des- 
hed by the Warren Commission 
id refined later to fit the RFK 
d King murders remains a ten- 
us theory. Yet it has been stub- 
bly perpetuated by otherwise 
dible news gathering institu- 
tes. In the case of Lee Harvey 
swald, there never was any- 
ing by way of conclusive evi- 
nce putting his finger on the 
igger of the assassination wea- 
n. 

The weapon itself, you might 
member, was first described as 
! .65 millimeter German Mauser, 
nis identification %vas made by 
rilas Deputy Sheriff Seymour 
eitzman, who found the rifle 
dden on the sixth floor of the 
■xas School Book Depository! 
eitzman had managed a sport- 
g goods shop and was knowled- 
ge about different makes of 
earms. He signed an affadavit 
nrming his identification of the 
He on the evening of November 
1963. A second police officer, 
eputy Sheriff Roger D. Craig[ 
ho was with Weitzman and Dep^ 

-y Eugene Boone when the rifle 
as found, has said that the wea- 
m was clearly stamped, oh the _ 
urrel, as a Mauser.; .>* >= •<’ 


Oswald’s association with the 
" Mannlicher-Carcano rifle later 
displayed by the Dallas police 
was based solely on a photograph 
supplied by his estranged wife, 
Marina. The photograph, which 
Life magazine used as the cover 
photo of its February 21, 1964 
issue entitled, “Lee Oswald with 
the Weapons He Used to Kill Pres- 
ident Kennedy and Officer Tip- 
pit,” has been subjected to scrutiny 
and scorn by Warren Commis- 
sion critics as a crude composite. 
The shadow below Oswald’s chin 
is at variance with the shadowy 
cast by everything else in the 
photo and the tilt of the body, with 
the head in such a position causes 
^anyone attempting to reenact the 
stance to fall over. 

Much was made of a palm print 
from the bottom of the Mannlicher- 
Carcano rifle barrel. It was Os- 
wald s palm print. However, the 
■ ^ srren Commission was forced 
to take the word of the Dallas 
Police Department that the print 
came from the rifle. In a serious 
violation of a standard police 
-procedure, the Dallas police never 
made a photograph 6f the print 
before lifting 'it from the rifle, 
when the Mannlicher-Carcano 
arrived in Washington, D.C. for 
inspection by the FBI, no trace of 
a print remained. . 

The list of gross inaccuracies, 
inadequacies and outright misre^ 
presentations w£s substantial by 
the time JFK was buried. Among 
the most serious— again, ignored 
by the press— and noteworthy is 
the official autopsy performed in 
Washington, D.C. by Commander 


J.J. Humes, director of laborato- 
ries' at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
Assisted by Dr. J. Thornton Bos- 
well, chief of pathology at the 
Naval Medical School and Lt. 
Colonel Pierre Finck, chief of 
wound ballistics pathology branch 
at the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, Humes noticed two 
wounds of which the doctors at 
Parkland Hospital in Dallas, 
where' Kennedy had died six 
hours earlier, were unaware. 

There was a second bullet hole 
in the president’s head. Besides 
the massive wound that had tom 
off, roughly, a 3x3-inch chunk 
from the upper right rear of the 
skull. Dr. Humes’ initial autopsy 
„ found another, much smaller 
wound slightly above the external 
occipital protruberance (the small 
bump on male skulls just above 
the hairline). The logical inference * 
being that two bullets struck 
Kennedy’s head almost simul- 
taneously. Howover, Dr. Humes 
destroyed his initial autopsy 
notes, ostensibly because they 
were bloodstained. The following 
morning, November- 23, the offi- 
cial autopsy report failed to differ- 
entiate between the two separ^fe ■ 
wounds. Instead, the small hole 
slightly more than an inch above 
the hairline at the back of the 
head was located four inches 
higher, in the same vicinity as the 
larger wound. The inference now 
being that the smaller wound wos 
a consequence of thejsame bullet— 
fired by a single killer. 

The single assassin theory took 
everyone off the hook. Concerns'*, 
of an imminent communist take- v 



over could be dispelled. Notional 
and international turmoil could 
be avoided by ascertaining the 
guilt of one irrational individual. / 
Stability could be maintained. | 
According to Federal Judge 
Burt W. Griffin, an assistant 
counsel to the Warren Commis- 
sion testifying before the House 
Select Committee* on Assassina- 
tions last fall, the commission 
was designed to achieve four 
goals: 

1) To establish the true facts 
surrounding the death of Presi- 
dent Kennedy and Ix*e Harvey 
Oswald; 

2) to accomplish that mis- 
sion m a manner that would ■ 
satisfy the broadest segment of f 
influential people and the gen- | 
era! American public; 

3) to do the foregoing in a \ 

manner that would not unne- j 
cessarily disrupt the stability j 
of the national government ; 
and its conduct of interna- ■ 
tional affairs or jeopardize the ! 
national security; and 1 

4) to do thef \ * _ 1 

a manner as not to substan- 
tially damage the reputations 
or employment of individuals 
against whom there did not 
exist convincing evidence of : 
criminal conduct 

In short, it seems fair to say, the 
Warren'Commission was set up to 
avoid disrupting the function of ; 
government and the stability of : 
society and to impress persons of 
influence and the average Ameri- 
can with the thoroughness of the 
investigation — not necessarily to ■ 
pursue the truth.." — . 

It is hard to ^quarrel with the 
assumption that paranoid rumor 
mongering would run rampant 
during the period of investiga- 
tion. The United Stales of 1963 
was a considerably more idealis- : 
tic place than it is today. It was ; 
not surprising that a group of poli- ■ 
ticians would choose to blame a i 
single, dead Individual with a 
crime with such enormous reper- 
cussions. The potential for engen 
dering a powerful national anxiety 
in the absence of a guilty party 
was profound. It is arguable that 

”;o the short term a “lone nut” the- 
r y could he advanced to assuage 
.iblic fears. However, to present 
-ch a theory as fact is not accep- 
-ble. Such malfeasance has, 
n stead, given rise to profound 
ynicism. 


Integral to the respect accorded 
’itr Warren Commission Report 
■as the thorough dissemination 
nd acceptance of the single 
ssassin conclusion by “influen- 
za! people’* such as the editors 
md publishers of America’s most 
jrestigious newspapers. The New 
t'ork Times was quick to concur 
vith the verdict declaring Oswald 
*s the lone assassin. By. the time 
ack Ruby killed Oswald, the 
r imes was foregoing use of the 
vord “alleged” in referring to 
Oswald’s role in the murder of - 
\ennedy. “President’s Assassin 
mot” was the banner headlinein 
he Times ’ November 25 edition. 
The Man Who Killed Kennedy” 
-as the title of its biography/obit- 
• ary notice for Oswald. Fancy 
ad become fact. 

The people on whom we rely for 
■rcurate information had decided 
aat the case was closed and that 
o good was to he served by pursu- 
the mass' of circumstantial 
ads pointing to the involvement 
: organized crime. 

• » • • & 

“I don’t think anyone is satis- 
fied with the Warren Commis- 
sion,” said Bill Sumner, editor of 
the St . Paul Pioneer Press-Dis- 
patch last week. “For my part I. 
just couldn’t imagine people of 
such high reputation likethoseon 
the Commission doing Buch a slap 
dash job. We’ve always thought 
the Warren Commission was 
seriously flawed.” 

Sumner is one of the very few 
editorial writers around the coun- 


we got a lot of pre-testimony 
, reports from the New York Times a 
news service and the AP which , 
didn’t present the committee as a* ' 
serious outfit. But I’ve heard the 
; chairman— what’s his name? 
Stokes? — -speak since then and * 
/I’ve been impressed with him. But : 
frankly, I just lost track of what 
' they’ve been doing. . T 

“I think the press has just let 
this thing drop,” Sumner con- j 

tinued. “I remember back in ’67 
when that fellow [District Attor- 
ney Jim] Gamson down in New 
Orleans brought those people to 
trial and ruined that one poor guy, f 
that homosexual [David Ferrie}.” 
fc Sumner was surprised to hear ' 
that the House Committee has 
been able to associate Oswald 
with Feme during the fall of 1963, • 

and that Feme has been estab- ^ 
lished as an assistant of sorts to 
Carlos Marcello, crime lord of the 
■ South.. . 

, “Nowadays I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised to hear anything about 
organized crime,” Sumner added. 

“I certainly believe they have a 
hell of a lot more effect on the 
economy than we know. Look at 
Nixon, one of his first appearan- " 
ces after being in seclusion in San T 
Clemente was to go out and play - 
golf with Frank Fitzsimmons ■ 
'[president of the International “ 
Brotherhood of Teamsters] and a 
bunch of other mobsters. Jeez, I ; 
mean, that’s pretty interesting. . 

“The thing with us is that you 
can’t go on writing forever about 
- something that doesn’t produce 


“The recurrent, overriding theme 
from press people and contemp- 
orary politicians is Tm not 
aware.’ They have chosen 
not to’ be aware.” 


try who has publicly suggested 
that the case needs, once and for 
all, to be properly investigated/ 
Still, he, admits to the inadequa- 
cies of the paper and himself. 

Referring to the recent House 
Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions Sumner said, “The paper 
[Pioneer Press-Dispatch) didn’t 
d-o a good job of covering it. I know 


results. I feel I’ve been lax aboutit 
personally. But, if we get a good 
news hook, I’ll get fired up again.” 

Sumner’s enthusiasm for a new 
investigation (“God, yeah they 
ought to pursue this thing,” he 
said) stands in contrast to the 
more familiar response, such as 
iterated by Robert White, an edi- 
torial writer for the Minneapolis 
Tribune . 

“Yeah, I suppose I had doubts 



about the [Warren ] Comm ispi ors . ” 

White said,'“but it’s hard to sort ; 
out all that information over such 
a long time” (referring to the , 
numerous criticisms of the com- 
mission's work). As for the HSCA 
White was, basically, uninformed. 

“I haven’t followed it closely,” he , 

saicH'T know we haven't made 
any comment [on the committee J. 
Most of what I’ve seen by way of 
criticism of the commission hasn’t 
given me any reason to. believe 
conspiracy theories/' And on 
whom does the Tribune rely for 
information on the HSCA's work? 
"We’ve used mostly the wire 
reports/' White replied. 

* “I'm just not a close follower - 1 
just don't know about Ruby's mob 
connections. I have no way of 
guessing the influence of organ- 

* 12 ed crime. When you have some- 
one doing the work and producing 

. some evidence, then I'll be in- 
terested/' 

The recurrent, ovemdingtheme 
from press people and contempor- 
ary politicians is “I'm not aware/'. 
They have chosen not to be aware 
of glaring discrepancies in the 
most significant crime of the gen- 
/ eration, nor are they particularly 
interested in doing independent 
research until someone provides 
them with solid evidence or a good 
news hook on which to hang their 
reputations. 

What is obvious is that the pil- 
lars of the American press have 
become infatuated with an image 
of themselves as both the con- 
science of the nation and an inte- 
gral part of the Stability Elite. 
Watergate, a case handed a repor- 
ter in a dark garage by a source 
with intriguingmotivations, dern- 
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onstrated the power of the press. 
But, it is a power that was exerted 
largely by accident and is" now 
being held in abeyance. ^ 

Dan Moldea, author of what is 
perhaps the definitive book on 
Jimmy Hoffa and the power of the 
Teamsters in America, The Hoffa 
Wars, had some thoughts on the 
role of the press with regard to 
organized crime. \ 

“Of the three television net- 
works, only NBC does anything 
at all on mob activity,” Moldea 
charged. “Brian Ross [an NBC 
reporter] has done several short 
bits on their Segment Three por- 
tion of the evening news — but 
nothing big. CBS and ABC have 
nothing whatsoever to say about 
it. ‘ 

“The [New; York] Times banks 
its reputation on being the most 
thorough and comprehensive 
paper in the country. But there 
they are in a metropolitan area 
with not one, but five , of the most 
important crime families and 
they treat them with indifference.. 
They act as though the mob was 
something out of The Gang Who 
Couldnt Shoot Straight , a subject 
of humor and ridicule. Fm not 
suggesting the editorial board of 
the Times is in the hip pocket of 
the mob. Fm just questioning the 
ability of their reporters. Of 
course they know where the 
money flows. * i _ 

“There is just a sheer ignorance 
towards organized crime on the 
part of the major media,” Moldea 
wen ton to say. “I remember Steve 
Bell of Good Morning , America 
interviewing [Congressman] Louis 
Stokes [chairman of the HSCA]. 
Stokes was talking about. the 
influence of the mob and Bell cut 
in, saying, 'Aren’t we dealing 
with political weaklings, here?'— 


referring to a crime syndicate that 
by the best estimates nets some- 
thing like ten times that of Exxor, t, 
annually. . 

“When the committee [HSCA] 
releases its report, I expect the 
[Washington] Post to become 
quite interested in it. The [New 
York] Times wall snub it, saying 
the committee hasn't been able to 
bottom line it. To say that because 
there is no smoking gun is horri- 
bly Irresponsible. The network 
news will be very subdued but the 
entertainment departments will 
see it as a gold mine of entertain- 
ment ideas. 

Barely catching his breath Mol- 
dea emphasized, “The American 
public is resilient enough to deal 
with the fact that Kennedy's 
death was a Mafia hit. If any- 
thing, w'e've been destabilized by 
16 years of unanswered ques- 
tions. Look at it, this way, we 
haven't been at w-ar with organ- 
ized. crime since the day of the 
assassination. ■ 

“It’s timejhat the press in this 
country started looking at these 
guys [mobsters] as the fucking 
snakes they are. Frankly, you 
have_to be an idiot to look at the 
evidence and say there was no 
conspiracy. But I'm optimistic 
about the Committee’s report and 
its impact I believe in the end evil 
will be punished.” 

_ The question is: when? The pub- 
lic, the press and the government 
have spent 16 years waiting for 
someone else to break the case. 
The mystery Is not going to go 
aw'ay of its own accord. The mys- 
tery and the anxiety have been 
prolonged because influential 
people were, and are, un willing to 
act courageously against a real 
and present evil. ‘ ; □ 

Next week: Pari III— The Politi- 
cal Consequences and Why ItTs 
Important to Know - \ 



